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PRIME HOOK INSECT PROGRAM
By Barbara Powers

Once again this year the Prime Hook Insect Program took
place the last two weeks of September. Approximately 210
second graders from two area schools visited Prime Hook
Wildlife Refuge to observe insects in their natural habitat.
With the help of 13 volunteers, the students learned about
the many kinds of insects living in wooded, grassy, and water habitats. We all had great fun turning over logs in search
of beetles, using sweep nets to snare butterflies and grasshoppers, and using dip nets to capture diving beetles and
dragonfly nymphs. That names only a few of the various
insects and
other critters we found, such as spiders, tadpoles, turtles, frogs, toads,
snakes, and even a skeleton of a raccoon. This year we did
our studies in the Turkle Pond area and had greater success
in finding insects. We also added a new station where students had the opportunity to relax and enjoy the beautiful
scenic view of Fleetwood Pond as they drew pictures of
insects in their natural habitat. Students were also introduced to the National Wildlife Refuge system and the importance of Prime Hook Refuge in providing all wildlife
with everything they need to live. We learned a bit about
endangered animals such as the Delmarva Fox squirrel that
resides in the refuge and the importance of the horseshoe
crabs in the migration of shore birds such as the Red Knot
and others. The students ended their experience with a picnic lunch under our pavilion before heading back
to school. Thanks to this experience, I believe we have a number of young students who are well on their
way to becoming experienced entomologists and/or workers in our refuge system.
We will be offering this program again in the spring to at least one other school. Watch for emails if you’d
like to have some fun and help with this great program. We’ll be looking for volunteers when the dates are
set.
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Multi-Generation Migration
By: Jennifer McAndrews, Wildlife Biologist Trainee

Once again the sounds of geese and the smell of
autumn is in the air and the season is already changing. Some animals that do not stick around for the
colder months will once again make their southward migration. Along with birds and other migrants the Monarch butterfly will also be making its
way south to over winter in warmer climates.

Photo taken by Jennifer McAndrews at
Missisquoi National Wildlife Refuge in Swanton, VT.

During this time of year the slow and dizzying flier
is well on its way to the warmer climate in Mexico.
Traveling 2,500 to 3,000 miles to reach its tropical
location, the Monarch butterfly will have used up
all of its fat that it accumulated during the caterpillar stage of its life. And only traveling 10 to 15
miles per hour for 6 hours a day it needs plenty of
time to get there.

The Monarch butterflies largest population is found in southern Canada and northern United States. Every year
when the days get shorter and the temperatures get cooler and when the milkweed goes dormant the last generation of butterflies, which are born at the end of the summer, undergo a hormonal change that delays the
growth and maturation of their sexual organs which extends their lives up to six to eight months allowing them
to make the migration to Mexico.
The butterflies that live on the East Coast will take a migration route through the Carolinas and Florida to
reach Mexico where they will meet up with millions of butterflies to winter in the dense mountain forests.
Here they can refuel on nectar and when winter arrives they cluster on trees to hibernate. The dense forest provides a stable micro-climate for the butterfly’s hibernation keeping it above freezing but cool enough not to
trigger activity. Deforestation poses some issues though; in the winter if tree density is insufficient the butterflies will freeze to death because the internal temperature drops too low. So it is really important that they have
dense forests to provide the necessary temperature and humidity to overwinter successfully.
When the air starts to warm again they will become active, start to breed and then head north. Sadly, the adults
will never make it back to the summering grounds, and they will die along the way, but will stop when they
find milkweed to lay eggs so the next generation can continue further north. Their offspring continue north and
after about 2 to 4 more generations they will reach the northern summering grounds where they will continue
the Monarch migration tradition. Amazingly, the last summer generation will make the trip back down to Mexico, even though they have never been there before! It is thought that they return to these traditional wintering
grounds in Mexico by pure instinct. It’s amazing to think that so many of these fragile and beautiful insects
make it so far avoiding rain, cold weather, cars, insecticides and many other obstacles along their way.
Watching them in their random fluttering across the sky I will hope that they have a safe journey and that they
find the available habitat and continue to produce generations to bring joy to all who encounter them.
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WHAT’S IN STORE AT THE STORE ?

Indigo Blue Heron T-Shirts
Other Tee-Shirts - 30% Off
For Nature Lovers:
Latest Field Guides, DVDs

For Those Special Children:

Singing Bird Identifliers and Cards

Plush Animal Puppets

Prime Hook Scenic Notecards

Nature Books

Enamel and Pewter Jewelry

Singing Audubon Birds

Custom Embroidered Clothing
Handcrafted Notes
And More . . .

Hours: 9:00 to 4:00, Weekdays
Weekends - 10:00 to 4:00

Friends Members Always 10% Discount
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Conserving the Future Vision Online
The renewed vision for the growth and management of the National Wildlife Refuge System, entitled Conserving the Future: Wildlife Refuges and the Next Generation, is now available online at
www.americaswildlife.org. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s vision was developed with extensive input
from stakeholders through a transparent public process over the past 18 months.
“For more than 100 years, the National Wildlife Refuge System has conserved America’s great wildlife heritage and working lands for current and future generations, and this blueprint will ensure that a new era of conservation – one rooted in strong partnerships with the community – remains vibrant for the next 100 years,”
said Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar. “I applaud the Fish and Wildlife Service for its commitment to increasing the public’s access to open spaces and to inspiring a new generation to enjoy America’s great outdoors and get involved in conserving our nation’s wild things and wild places.”
Conserving the Future underscores the importance of building and expanding partnerships – working with
other federal agencies, states, tribes, conservation organizations and citizens.
“The conservation challenges of the 21st century demand that the Service renews its commitment to our important relationship with state fish and wildlife agencies and with traditional partners such as anglers and hunters,”
said Dan Ashe, Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service. “At the same time, we need to be creative and bold
in forging new partnerships.”
Among the Conserving the Future’s recommendations, the Refuge System will:


launch an urban refuge initiative to increase the American people’s connection with their natural heritage, including wildlife refuges;



work with state fish and wildlife agencies to prepare a strategy for increasing quality hunting and fishing opportunities – especially for youth and people with disabilities – on wildlife refuges;



collaborate more with private and regional groups to conserve wildlife habitat;



undertake an inventory and monitoring of the Refuge System’s land and water resources to better protect against future threats;



develop a plan to guide refuges in assessing potential climate change impacts to refuge habitats and
species; and



plan for strategic growth by prioritizing potential acquisition sites and assessing the status of current
habitat protection efforts.

In describing the Refuge System’s role in addressing America’s conservation challenges, the vision document
states: “Human demands on the environment combined with environmental stressors are creating an urgent
need for conservation choices. The scale of issues and challenges we face is unprecedented and impacts us all;
no single entity has the resources necessary to address these challenges on its own.
“Conserving the Future acknowledges that strategic, collaborative, science-based landscape conservation -along with effective public outreach, education and environmental awareness -- is the only path forward to
conserve America's wildlife and wild places.”

MEMBERSHIP
Membership dues for the coming 2012 are due by the end of this year. As always your generous support
allows us to provide various projects and programs to support wildlife and the public enjoyment thereof.
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By Michael Short

The Prime Hook National Wildlife Refuge’s Nature Photography Contest is history once more. The exhibit
was on display from October 16 until December 16. So, if you're reading this before December 16, you still
have an opportunity to see the show. If not, then you should mark your calendar for next year. It's well worth
taking a look. You're invited to see some of the best nature photography in the region.
Nearly 350 photographs were entered in this year's competition, making it very difficult to pick the winners.
Winners were announced and prizes awarded during a Sunday, Oct. 16 opening reception. Contestants competed in the following categories: The Beauty of Prime Hook, Delmarva Scenery, Native Wildlife (bird and
non-bird) and Native Flowers and Plants. There were also two student categories. Visitors to the exhibition
could also vote for their favorite photograph as part of the new “People’s Choice Award.”
The winner of the "People's Choice" will be announced after the exhibit closes on December 16. Photo contest
organizers met before this year's contest to discuss possible changes. The meeting happens every year and is
intended to find ways to improve the contest. This year, organizers decided to begin the "People's Choice
Award" as a way of increasing interest in the contest. Each person who sees the show can select a favorite
photo and write the number of that photo on a slip of paper before dropping it in a ballot box. It increases audience participation and gives everyone a voice in the award process. Glenn Garner has been a strong advocate
of the new award. Early indications are that it is working well. During the opening ceremony, we nearly ran
out of ballots because of the large number of ballots cast.
Organizers also decided to break the native wildlife category into two separate categories this year, creating
both a bird and a non-bird category. Contest organizers decided to make an extra effort to increase the number
of student entries in the contest. There is a junior and a senior student category, but the number of
photos entered has been low. This year, there was more of an effort made to contact schools and encourage
students to enter. Results were encouraging with an increase in the number of photos, particularly in the junior
student category.
The “Best In Show Award” was won this year by Jon O. Clarke for his photograph "Subtle Summer Dawn on
Assateague."
Other top winners included:
* Native Wildlife Bird Category winner Kenneth Arni of Fenwick Island for his "Skimmer With Reflection".
* Native Wildlife Non-Bird Category winner Kathy Barrowclough of Hockessin for "Sunlit Wings".
* Beauty of Prime Hook winner Patsy Cicala of Millsboro for "Prime Hook Geese".
* Native Flowers and Plants category winner Jon O. Clarke for his "Native Blue Flag Iris".
* Delmarva Scenery category winner Jim Meyers of Dauphin, PA. for "Cape Henlopen Sunrise".
Sara Figurski of Georgetown won the age 12-and-under student category with "Fiery Foxtail" and Christian
Pruneda of Camden won the age 13-to-17 student category with "Red Fox Kit." Figurski is only eight-yearsold, but is already a veteran of the photography contest. Among other notable accomplishments was that of 11year-old Jordyn Frieze of Milford, who won both second and third place in the junior student competition.
Clarke also shone brightly, winning top honors for both Native Flowers and Plants and Best In Show. He
also won second and third place in the Delmarva Scenery category.
Photographers of all ages, including students, from all over Delmarva take part in the contest each year.
Monetary awards are given to the first, second and third place winners in each category.
Prime Hook is very grateful to the three professional photographers who judged this year's contest. They are:
Maria DeForrest of Maria DeForrest Photography, David Koster of Portraits in the Sand and Kevin Fleming.
For more information on this year's judges, please go to kevinfleming.com or deforrestphotography.com or
portraitsinthesand.com.
The refuge is also grateful to the volunteers who worked so tirelessly to make this year's exhibit a reality. The
annual contest is sponsored by the Friends of Prime
Hook National Wildlife Refuge.
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BOARD OF DI RECTORS
PRESIDENT:

Glenn Garner

VICE-PRESIDENT:

David Weber

SECRETARY:

Sally Fintel

TREASURER:

Bill Fintel

MEMBERSHIP:

Matt Golminiak

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Matt Golminiak

SALES OUTLET:

Ann Darling

WHAT ARE FRIENDS FOR?
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service encourages Friends
groups to expand and extend support of national wildlife
refuges. Here at Prime Hook, the goals of the non-profit
Friends of PHNWR are:


To provide educational and interpretive material in
the Friends’ Store and raise awareness of the
environment and habitat at Prime Hook NWR.
The funds generated through store sales are used to
support Refuge activities and programs.



To seek public and private support for new and existing programs.



To contribute time, talents and funds for construction, repair and maintenance of recreational and educational facilities and grounds.



To sponsor activities to encourage the public to become stewards of our natural resources.

Judy Naegele
EDUCATION:

Jean Charles

CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE:

Bob Craig
David Weber

PHTOGRAPHY CONTEST:

Michael Short

OTHER MEMBERS:

George Naegele

Charles Darling

Jack Schulze

Len Henry

Joyce Lindsay

THE FRIENDS OF PHNWR GIVE A SPECIAL
“THANK YOU!” TO OUR 2010 SPONSOR MEMBERS:



David & Rosemary Baues



Craig & Ingrid Bogen



Bob Chambers



Jean Charles & Anne Pilolas



Nicholas Constantinople



Glenn Garner



Janice M. Henning



Owen Henning



John Kramer



James & Elizabeth Miserere



Vince & Sue Parada



Roseanne Smith & Brenda Butterfield



Elisabeth Stoner

FRIENDS OF PRIME HOOK NWR
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Remember: Membership dues and all donations are tax deductible. Mail checks to FRIENDS OF PRIME HOOK NWR, INC.,
11978 Turkle Pond Road, Milton, DE 19968.
_____________________________________________
Name

________________________________________________
Street Address

________________________________________________
City

ZIP

_______________ ________________________________
Phone



State

Evelyn Unger
AND OUR CORPORATE SPONSOR:
Wyoming Millwork Co.
WE APPRECIATE YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT!

E-mail

( ) New Member ( ) Renewal

Year___________

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
(Choose one level from list below)
( )

Individual

$ 10.00

( )

Family

$ 15.00

( )

Student

$

( )

Sustaining

$ 25.00

( )

Supporting

$ 50.00

( )

Sponsor

$100.00

( )

Small Business

$125.00

( )

Corporate

$250.00

8.00

