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A CHANGING OF THE GUARD AT THE FRIENDS’ STORE
By Michael Short, Board Member

There's something missing from the Friends' Store at Prime Hook.
The rows of books, jewelry, field guides and t-shirts remain unchanged. You can still buy sweatshirts, chirping birds, duck stamps and children's puppets while you gaze upon the beautiful painting of Canada Geese
by renowned wildlife artist Richard Clifton.
It's still a great place to get information about the refuge we love, whether it's the latest news on hunting seasons, maps of Prime Hook or upcoming guest lectures. But after many years of work, two very familiar
faces have retired from their work at the store. Ann Darling and Judy Naegele have left the store that they
helped to grow and expand. Both are being honored at the Volunteer Recognition Banquet on Friday,
March 30.
Although others have stepped in to capably fill their shoes, that will not be an easy task. Both have been fixtures at the store for more than a decade. They inherited a fledgling operation on a shoestring budget. A decade later, the store now bustles with activity.
"Ann started her volunteer career at Prime Hook in May 1999, while Judy began one year earlier in April
1998. Through their vision, innovative ideas, persistence, and passion for Prime Hook National Wildlife Refuge, the small space that once held only exhibits was transformed into a first-class store with a first-class experience for Refuge visitors," according to statements from the Refuge staff. "Ann kept the merchandise exciting, educational, and relevant to our natural resources, while Judy provided a homemade spin with her
custom made embroidery of hats, t-shirts, bags, and sweatshirts," the statement continued. "Ann scheduled
the volunteers, Judy managed and trained them on the cash register, and together they teamed up to provide
Refuge visitors with a warm welcome during many of the Refuge's festivals and special events. Their day to
day efforts at the "Store" are and will be sadly missed, but their footprint and their lasting impression at
Prime Hook National Wildlife Refuge will continue and will never be forgotten."
The Friends of Prime Hook would like to take this opportunity to thank both Ann and Judy for their many
years of dedication and hard work. They have consistently gone above and beyond and the Refuge has been
enriched because of their tireless efforts. They will be missed.
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NEW STORE MANAGERS

By Glenn Garner, Board Member

The Refuge welcomes Ginger Baum and Roseanne Smith as co-managers of the Refuge Gift Shop and Visitor’s Center. Ginger is in charge of the bookkeeping portion, and Roseanne is responsible for merchandise
buying and marketing. Having the Gift Shop is critical for the Friends. Thanks to both Ginger and Roseanne
for doing this important job.
Four years ago, Ginger, Jim, and Nascar (her husband and pug in that order!) retired to Prime Hook Beach
where they have been property owners for over 13 years. Both Ginger and Jim are volunteers at the Refuge
performing water level and salinity readings for the Refuge biological program.
Ginger has a BS in math and has been a math teacher, church secretary, tax preparer, and ultimately retail
banker with the Bank of Lancaster County for almost 16 years. The Baum’s have a daughter, son, and two
grandsons who they love to have visit at the beach. Ginger is looking forward to growing the Visitor Center so
that local residents visit often and out-of-town visitors view it as a hidden gem.
Roseanne Smith discovered Rehoboth Beach after playing in a professional woman’s golf tournament at Baywood Greens and fell in love with the lifestyle, beaches, and, of course, the golf. She and her partner retired in
2009 and offered a ridiculous price on a beach cottage in Rehoboth Beach never dreaming the sellers would
accept the offer and two days later were the proud owners of a retirement home. On a winter day shortly after
moving to her new home, Roseanne awoke to the noise of thousands of snow geese flying over the house and
learned she lived in the Atlantic Flyway. In an effort to find the geese she visited Prime Hook. Mary Dunning, volunteering at the refuge that day, explained where the geese were hanging out and told her about the
great work of the Friends of Prime Hook. A month later, in the Osher Lifelong Learning Birding Class,
Friends board member, Ann Darling, encouraged Roseanne to volunteer at the Refuge. The rest is history.
Roseanne values the opportunity to serve as co-manager of the Friends’ Gift Store and wants to continue to
provide exceptional service to visiting adults and children alike. By continuing to build the interpretive sales
outlet with the information and products for visitors of all ages, she hopes to instill an increased public appreciation of Prime Hook’s natural and scenic treasures.
Ginger and Roseanne invite you to visit the store to see the changes and the new merchandise there.

An Evening at the Hook
FREE

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

FAMILY FUN

April 12 Delaware’s Reef Program: 1991-2012
Jeffrey Tinsman, Delaware Artificial Reef Program Manager,
DNREC Division of Fish & Wildlife

June 14 Fisheries Trawl Surveys in the Delaware Bay
Michael Greco, Fisheries Scientist, DNREC Division of Fish & Wildlife
WHERE: AT THE REFUGE

WHEN: AT 7:00PM

Light refreshments at 6:30PM
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By David Weber

One of my favorite activities when visiting the Refuge, is looking at trees and trying to identify them. Trees
now seem to be a controversial subject. Some people will point at the many dying trees, and blame salt water
intrusion. This is true and it is happening. Any trip to Fowler’s Beach or Prime Hook Road will show many
trees that are dying from both salt water and from generally too much of any type of water on their roots. Nevertheless, the Hook probably has just as many, if not more trees now, than when the Refuge was first established in 1963.
Much of what was open field is now reverting to trees. This is a natural process, and throughout the Refuge’s
history many new trees have been planted. The Refuge now has some significant stands of trees. .A good example, when driving into the Refuge Headquarters both sides of the road have good stands of oak, hickory, and
maple. Especially noticeable are the good size White Oaks, a very desirable tree.
Some of what I call the more significant trees are easily seen from a car. Any study of
trees at the Refuge must start with the old Persimmon Tree just outside the Refuge
Headquarters (Fig 1). This tree shows up in early photographs of the Refuge. It might
have been planted by farmers, who had houses nearby and wanted to attract wildlife
with its fruits. It has stood tall for decades thru many storms.
Also near the Headquarters building stands the Chad Clifton tree, planted in his
honor.(Fig 2)

Persimmon

Chad was a local hero who lost his life in 2005 in the Iraqi war. This tree is a Willow
Oak, a good choice for planting in this area. It is a relatively fast growing oak, tolerant
of wind and sea spray, and will grow to a good size.

To get some idea of how big Willow Oaks can become, take a look at the gigantic
Willow Oaks on the left side of Fowlers Beach Road just before you reach the open
marsh. (Fig 3) Some of these Oaks might be the biggest in Delaware. They are impressive looking Oaks with nothing between them and the open Delaware Bay. The flood
waters of the open marshes are getting closer, but so far this Oak Grove is standing
tall, providing lots of wildlife protection.
Some other noteworthy trees, are the Hollies along the Blue Goose Trail, which runs
atop the manmade dyke just North of the Refuge Headquarters parking lot. These undoubtedly were planted by birds carrying seeds. The Holly canopy over this trail gives Chad Clifton’s
the path a Tolkien-like air of trolls and fairies. The shaded canopy provides a great
Tree
place to look for secretive birds such as Thrushes and Wrens. Further along the Blue Goose trail, across the old
maintenance shed road, are several huge trees that I am waiting to try and identify in the Spring.
As I walk around looking at trees, I come up with many questions. For example, what about the poplar trees
down along the Black Farm Trail. There are several types, Big Tooth Aspen and a non-native White Poplar
tree. Often poplar trees are planted at an agricultural site to provide quick wind breaks. Is this how these trees
got there, providing shelter for a farm house?
Still another question is, why are there so many Water Oaks in the fields, just across from the small parking
space at the head of the Black Farm Trail. You can easily see them on the left side of the road as you enter.
The Refuge is at the northern limit of this oak, and in much of Delaware, this tree is not that common. To see
so many Water Oaks makes me believe they were planted. They grow quickly in moist or damp soils and are
liked by wildlife. They have a habit of retaining their green leaves even in the winter. Someone, long ago made
a wise choice of this tree. Look for a leaf that is spatula shaped. (Quercus Nigra).
The boardwalk trail at the back of the Refuge headquarters has several significant looking Red Maples, some
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winter months so they are susceptible to wind damage because their roots can’t hold in
the soil. There is a grandfather of a Maple lying on its side, next to the boardwalk. Its
falling now will provide more sunlight for others to grow.
Although letting Mother nature reclaim forest land may sound like a good practice, it
is not always wise. Old fields, if left alone will quickly reverted to some undesirable
trees such as Sweet Gum. These trees can look monotonously the same when they take
over. I prefer seeing the Oaks take over with the mast that they provide. However,
Oaks are not as quick as other trees to get re-established, so they need a little help..
One good indication of the health of Prime Hook’ forest is the increased sighting of
Pileated Woodpeckers. Just a few years ago they were hard to see, but now are fairly
common.

Willow oak

In any case, take a walk this spring, and take a look at Prime Hook’s trees as they put on a display of their foliage.

COME SEE WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE STORE

AND MORE!

HATS!

For The Children:

For Nature Lover:
INFORMATION!

Sibley Field Guide Cards

Plush Animal Puppets
Finger Puppets

Hours:

Nature Books

Weekdays

Singing Audubon Birds

9:00 to 4:00,
Weekends
10:00 to 4:00

Assorted Field Guides and DVDs
Handcrafted Notes and Cards
Enamel and Pewter Jewelry

Miscellaneous Trail Accessories:
Cameras, Bug Spray, Fruit & Nut Bars

Purchase a Friends of Prime Hook Cookbook for only $5.00 during
April & May
Just mention this ad!
Friends Members Always 10% Discount
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WHAT ARE YOU EXPECTING ON APRIL FOOL’S DAY?
By: Jennifer McAndrews, Wildlife Biologist trainee

I’ll never forget that one time I used the saran wrap trick on my friend on
April fool’s day…. Wait a second I am getting off track here that does not
relate to anything biological. What I really wanted to talk about is another
predictable occurrence that April 1st brings, the Purple Martin! The largest
of the North American swallows, the Purple Martin, returns to the area
singing their gurgling but familiar song around the first of April. Just having spent the winter in South America the Martins are here for one thing
and that is to nest and raise their young, oh yes and graciously reduce the
biting fly population. Normally the adults will arrive first and then a few
weeks later the yearlings will arrive. Seasoned adults return to their successful nesting sites while the yearlings are on a search for a new
neighborhood.
Photo by Nicole Janke (purplemartinroost.com )

In the eastern part of the United States Purple Martins nest almost exclusively in nest boxes or gourds provided by humans. The practice of putting up nest boxes and gourds was actually started by the Native Americans in the 18 th and 19th century. The
Native Americans soon discovered the benefits and enjoyment the Martins provided by eating the flying insects, scaring away crows and vultures from their food and hides, and providing entertainment with their songs
and behavior. Martins have been managed by man longer than any other North American bird species. Gradually over time the Martins (in the eastern US) have shifted from nesting in natural cavities to nesting in gourds
and today they are the only bird species that are dependent on humans to provide nesting sites.
The refuge provides many nest boxes for the Martins to raise their young. Like the other swallow species, the Purple Martins nest has a unique design made primarily of mud. Inside of the gourd or nest box you
can find a nest that is made up of mud, grass, leaves, feathers with a rim or mud next to the opening of the
gourd or nest box to prevent the eggs from rolling out. They often will add green leaves to the nest, which act
like a natural pesticide to reduce parasites. The non-native English House Sparrow and the European Starling
often compete with Martins for nest boxes and they can drive the Martins away, kill nestlings, puncture eggs,
and clog cavities with their nest material. On the refuge the nests are checked weekly by volunteers to keep
track of the progress of the nest, nestlings and to keep the non-native birds out!
Even thought the Purple Martins are a species of least conservation concern they are still in a precarious situation because they have become dependent on humans. So, as long as we continue to put up nest boxes
and gourds, the Martins are sure to return around April 1st every year, and we can all continue to appreciate
their entertaining behavior and appetite for biting flies!

MEETING NOTICE ON CCP
May 10 Public Meeting for Draft Comprehensive Conservation Plan for Prime Hook National Wildlife Refuge:
Focus of Meeting: Habitat Management
Milford Senior Center, Milford, Delaware.
6:00-9:00PM
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BOARD OF DI RECTORS
PRESIDENT:

Glenn Garner

VICE-PRESIDENT:

David Weber

SECRETARY:

Sally Fintel

TREASURER:

Bill Fintel

MEMBERSHIP:

Matt Golminiak

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Matt Golminiak

EDUCATION:

Jean Charles

CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE:

Rob Craig

George Naegele

David Weber

Jack Schulze

WHAT ARE FRIENDS FOR?
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service encourages Friends
groups to expand and extend support of national wildlife
refuges. Here at Prime Hook, the goals of the non-profit
Friends of PHNWR are:


To provide educational and interpretive material in
the Friends’ Store and raise awareness of the
environment and habitat at Prime Hook NWR.
The funds generated through store sales are used to
support Refuge activities and programs.



To seek public and private support for new and existing programs.



To contribute time, talents and funds for construction, repair and maintenance of recreational and educational facilities and grounds.



To sponsor activities to encourage the public to become stewards of our natural resources.

OTHER MEMBERS:
Charles Darling

Ann Darling

Len Henry

Joyce Lindsay

Michael Short

Judy Naegele

THE FRIENDS OF PHNWR GIVE A SPECIAL
“THANK YOU!” TO OUR 2012 SPONSOR MEMBERS:



David & Rosemary Baues



Craig & Ingrid Bogen



Bob Chambers



Jean Charles & Anne Pilolas



Nicholas Constantinople



Micki & Jim Crellin



Glenn Garner



Owen & Janice Henning



Janice M. Henning



Owen Henning



Nancy Kassner



John Kramer



James & Elizabeth Miserere



Linda Mundy



Vince & Sue Parada



Judith Seiffert



Roseanne Smith & Brenda Butterfield

FRIENDS OF PRIME HOOK NWR
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Remember: Membership dues and all donations are tax deductible. Mail checks to FRIENDS OF PRIME HOOK NWR, INC.,
11978 Turkle Pond Road, Milton, DE 19968.
_____________________________________________
Name

________________________________________________
Street Address

________________________________________________
City

State

ZIP

_______________ ________________________________
Phone

E-mail

( ) New Member ( ) Renewal

Year___________

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP



Elisabeth Stoner



Evelyn Unger

(Choose one level from list below)
( )

Individual

$ 10.00

( )

Family

$ 15.00

( )

Student

$

( )

Sustaining

$ 25.00

8.00

( )

Supporting

$ 50.00

AND OUR CORPORATE SPONSOR:

( )

Sponsor

$100.00

Wyoming Millwork Co.

( )

Small Business

$125.00

WE APPRECIATE YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT!

( )

Corporate

$250.00

