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Prime Hook National Wildlife Refuge is
starting to reap the benefits of a wild-
& flower/pollinator garden established this
b past winter by scattering native seed mix
& over the two acre site area adjacent to the
== refuge headquarters prior to our first snow.
% We then waited for the snow to come and
£ naturally weave them into the soil. When
¥ the snow melts, the freezing at night and
& thawing during the day aid in working the
seeds into the soil. Continued snows
1 enhance this effect and provide the moist,
cold conditions these annual and perennial
seeds require for germination the following
& spring.

APoll inatorso refers to vast array of species th
bees, butterflies, moths, wasps, flies, ants, beetdgen bats and hummingbirds.

The gardendés success could not have coRmsideatiall a be
Memorandum- Creating a Federal Strategy to Promote the Health of Honey Bees and Other Pollmators
June 20, 2014.

MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES

APoll inators contribute substantially to the eco
and vegetables in oudliets. Honey bee pollination alone adds more than $15 billion in value to agricultural
crops each year in the United States. Over the past few decades, there has been a significant loss of pollinal
including honey bees, native bees, birds, bats, and butterflies, from the environment. The problem is serious
and requires immediate attention to ensure the sustainability of our food production systems, avoid additiona
economic impact on the agricultural sector, and protect the health of the environment.
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Pollinator losses have been severe. The number of migrating Monarch butterflies sank to the lowest recorde:
population level in 20134, and there is an imminent risk of failed migration. The continued loss of
commercial honey bee colonies poses a threat to the economic stability of commercial beekeeping and
pollination operations in the United States, which could have profound implications for agriculture and food.
Severe yearly declines create concern that bee colony losses could reach a point from which the commercia
pollination industry would not be able to adequately recover. The loss of native bees, which also play a key
role in pollination of crops, is much less studied, but many native bee species are believed to be in decline.
Scientists believe that bee losses are likely caused by a combination of stressors, including poor bee nutritio
|l oss of forage | ands, parasites, pathogens, | ack

Over 80% of the worlddos flowering plants rely on
markedly different.

Pollinators are the unsung heroes and are an essential component in our ecological web and the refuge will
its part in conserving, protecting and enhancing the habitats necessary to sustain the health and diversity of
pollinator species.

YOUTH FISHING EVENT IN MILTON

In partnership with the Lower Sussex Bassmasters fishing club for 11 years, the youth fishing event promote
the recreation of fishing on the Broadkill River in Milton Memorial PaRefuge staff & volunteers provide a
river-side display and fish tank to educate youngsters and their families about fish, fishing, and the National
Wildlife Refuge SystemMembers of the

fishing club coordinate the fishing derby,

provide boats for the youngsters to fish,

arrange for train rides by the Milton

Lions Club, and provide food and

giveaways.

Refuge staff and volunteers also provide
children with a fun fish printing activity
on T-shirts that illustrates the art of
Gyotaku. According to Wikipedia,

Gyotaku (Japanese , from gyo "fish"

+ taku "rubbing") is the traditional

method of Japanese fish printing, dating

from the mid1800s. This form of nature

printing may have been used by

fishermen to record their catches, but has

also become an art form on its owhe

provide rubber fish such as perch,

largemouth bass, starfish, and flounder for the kids to paint and then rub onto @liete We then hang the
shirts to dry under a tent while the children enjoy fishing.



